
information. Your custom-

ers or employees will look 

forward to its arrival. 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

The purpose of a newslet-

ter is to provide specialized 

information to a targeted 

audience. Newsletters can 

be a great way to market 

your product or service, 

and also create credibility 

and build your organiza-

tion’s identity among peers, 

members, employees, or 

vendors. 

First, determine the audi-

ence of the newsletter. This 

could be anyone who 

might benefit from the 

information it contains, for 

example, employees or 

people interested in pur-

chasing a product or re-

questing your service. 

You can compile a mailing 

list from business reply 

cards, customer informa-

tion sheets, business cards 

collected at trade shows, or 

membership lists. You 

might consider purchasing 

a mailing list from a com-

pany. 

If you explore the Pub-

lisher catalog, you will find 

many publications that 

match the style of your 

newsletter. 

Next, establish how much 

time and money you can 

spend on your newsletter. 

These factors will help 

determine how frequently 

you publish the newsletter 

and its length. It’s recom-

mended that you publish 

your newsletter at least 

quarterly so that it’s consid-

ered a consistent source of 

Lead Sto ry Headl in e  

Inside this issue: 

Inside Story 2 

Inside Story 2 

Inside Story 2 

Inside Story 3 

Inside Story 4 

Inside Story 5 
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USANEWS in brief 

Special points of inter-

est: 

Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 

Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 

Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 

Briefly highlight your point of interest here. 
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Secondary  Story  Headl ine  

Obama Pledges New 
American Partnership in 
Middle East 
Fresh start for diplomacy 
rooted in “mutual respect 
and mutual interests”… 
 
Obama Orders 
Guantánamo Shut Down 
America will honor its ideals 
in struggle against terrorism 
 

Obama Makes Climate 
Change a National Prior-
ity 
U.S. technical agencies 
prepare to help regions 
understand local effects 

President signs his 

first bill into law 

President Obama signed 

his first piece of legisla-

tion, a law that eases 

restrictions for people 

wanting to sue over pay 

discrimination. The Lilly 

Ledbetter Fair Pay Res-

toration Act removes a 

requirement that employ-

ees file their lawsuit 

within 180 days of re-

ceiving their first unfair 

paycheck... 

 

 

 

House Passes Economic 
Bill with Huge Boost for 
Education 
Obama stimulus package 
would affect student aid, 
campus infrastructure, re-
search… 

 
Clinton Pre-
pares for 
Diplomatic 
Mission to 
Asia 

“We need strong partners 
across the Pacific, just as we 
need strong partners across 
the Atlantic,” Secretary 
Hillary Clinton tells the Asia 
Society on the eve of her first 
trip as secretary of state. She 
is travelling  to Japan, Indone-
sia, South Korea and China. 
 
Obama 
Names 
Special 
Envoys 
for Mid-
dle East, 
Afghanistan-Pakistan 
United States will renew 
leadership through reinvigo-
rated diplomacy… 
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Obama’s first 100 DAYS 

Abraham Lincoln defines 

the civic ideal of what it 

means to be an American. 

But what more is there to 

learn about our 16th presi-

dent? What’s left to un-

earth? What remains rele-

vant about a president born 

nearly two centuries ago? 

In his Gettysburg address, 

Lincoln reminded what 

“the brave men, living and 

dead” did on the battlefield 

and challenged the living to 

dedicate themselves “to the 

unfinished work” of those 

men. 

How much of that work is 

still not completed? 

Surmounting race and as-

suring equal rights for all 

are Lincoln’s two major 

challenges still on the na-

tion’s agenda. As the em-

bodiment of the highest 

ideals and values of our 

nation, Abraham Lincoln 

can still help us meet those 

challenges. 

Through education pro-

grams, public forums, and 

arts projects the Bicenten-

nial provides an opportu-

nity to re-examine what it 

means to be American in 

the 21st century.   

Two centuries after Lin-

coln’s birth, the nation is 

still in formation. The 

United States has grown 

and expanded, one cost of 

that growth has been a 

splintering of many parts of 

our society. Competing 

values, interests, and be-

liefs, have complicated 

Lincoln’s goal to find unity 

in our diversity. 

The Bicentennial com-

memoration of his life and 

legacy will be a bright bea-

con to completing our 

nation’s “unfinished work.” 

Black History Month Hon-
ors Legacy of Struggle and 
Triumph 
Obama inauguration signifi-
cant as African Americans 
honored in February 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Carter G. Woodson, 
founder of Black History 
Month 
 

 
African Americans’ Strug-
gles, Triumphs Shown in 
Photo Exhibition 
National Museum of Afri-
can American History and 
Culture inaugural exhibi-
tion shows U.S. history 
from unique perspective... 
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Lincoln Bicentennial Commemorative Stamps  

Free At Last - The U.S. Civil Rights Movement 

taken 

May 7, 

1858, by 

Abraham  

Byers, 

and shows Lincoln in a court-

room in Illinois, where he prac-

ticed law for nearly 25 years, 

riding a circuit of courthouses 

across Central Illinois. 

Politician.  The stamp of Lin-

coln as a politician includes a 

photo-

graph of 

Lincoln, 

dated Feb-

ruary 27, 

1860, by Mathew Brady, and 

shows Lincoln debating  

Page 2 

Rail Splitter.  The stamp show-

ing Lincoln as a rail-splitter in-

cludes the earliest-known photo-

graph of Lincoln, taken in 1846 

by N. H. Shepherd, and depicts 

Lincoln as a youth splitting a log 

for a rail fence on the American 

frontier. When he was a candi-

date for 

President 

in 1860, 

the Re-

publican 

Party used the image of Lincoln 

as a “rail-splitter” to enhance his 

appeal to the workingman. 

Lawyer.  The stamp featuring  

Lincoln as a lawyer includes a 

photograph of Lincoln,  

USANEWS IN BRIEF 

the shameful gap between their 

universal principles of equality 

and justice and the inequality, 

injustice, and oppression faced by 

millions of their fellow citizens. 

View PDF (3.6 MB) 

This book recounts how African

-American slaves and their de-

scendants struggled to win — 

both in law and in practice — 

the civil rights enjoyed by other 

Americans. It is a story of digni-

fied persistence and struggle, a 

story that produced great heroes 

and heroines, and one that ulti-

mately succeeded by forcing 

Americans to confront squarely 

The International 

Legacy 
 

Virtually every nation in the 

world today contains recogni-

tion of the Lincoln legacy 

whether in the memoirs of its 

leaders or in its public culture 

(streets, statues, postage 

stamps, etc.). For example: 

 

In Central America… 

Lincoln was the first American 

president to grant formal diplo-

matic recognition to Haiti 

 

In South America… 

Lincoln City, Argentina is the 

only city outside the United 

States named for America’s 

16th president 

 

In Canada… 

Lincolniana collection in the 

McGill University Library, Mont-

real 

 

In Western Europe… 

San Marino granted Lincoln 

honorary citizenship during his 

lifetime 

 

In Eastern Europe… 

Thomas Masaryk (1850-1937), 

the founding president of 

Czechoslovakia, admired Lin-

coln, as does Vaclav Havel, the 

founding president of the Czech 

Republic 

 

In Asia… 

The Lincoln Resource Center is 

located in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-

sia 

 

In Africa… 

Nelson Mandela knew of Lin-

coln’s legacy before serving a 

27-year imprisonment and read a 

biography of Lincoln for the 

first time while incarcerated 

 

In the Middle East… 

Streets in Jerusalem and Tel 

Aviv are named for Lincoln 

Stephen A. Douglas during their 

1858 campaign for a U.S. Senate 

seat from Illinois. 

President.  The stamp featuring 

Lincoln as President includes a 

photograph of Lincoln, dated 

November 8, 1863, by Alexander 

Gardner, 

and depicts 

Lincoln 

conferring 

with generals 

Ulysses S. Grant and William T. 

Sherman toward the end of the 

Civil War.  

The depiction is based on “The 

Peacemakers” (1868), a painting 

by George P. A. Healy. 

 

Martin Luther King Inspired by 1959 Journey to India  

Martin Luther King Inspired 

by 1959 Journey to India 

King’s son, members of Con-

gress, commemorate 50th 

anniversary with visit 

“It was wonderful to be in 

Gandhi’s land,” wrote the 

Reverend Martin Luther King 

Jr., a few months after return-

ing from a monthlong visit to 

India in 1959. “I left India 

more convinced than ever  

Martin Luther King Jr. and his 
wife, Coretta, both wearing 
garlands, are received by ad-
mirers in New Delhi, India, 
February 10, 1959. 

before that nonviolent resis-

tance is the most potent 

weapon available to oppressed 

people in their struggle for 

freedom.” 

Barack Obama, as a 
senator in 2006, sits in 
front of his collection of 
inspiring photographs, 
including Martin Lu-
ther 
King 
and 
Gan-
dhi. 

NEW PENNY DESIGNS  

UNVEILED FOR  

LINCOLN BICENTENNIAL 
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Beginning in February, two 

spacecraft ― one from the 

United States and one from 

Japan ― will be orbiting the 

earth to measure atmospheric 

carbon dioxide, a major driver 

of global climate change. 

Read more... 

 

U.S. First Lady 

Michelle Obama 

Through the Years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the position of first 

lady is unelected and unpaid, a 

president’s spouse has many 

official duties. 

Read more... 

 
Land-
mark 
Exhibit 
on Race 
Asks 
“Are We 
So Dif-
ferent?” 
 
 

Interactive Web site helps foster 
important conversations on race 
 
Is race real or a recent human 
invention? Is race about biol-
ogy or culture? Who is 
“white”?  

Did you Know? 
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The rule of law is a fundamental 

component of democratic society 

and is defined broadly as the prin-

ciple that all members of society 

are bound by a set of clearly de-

fined and universally accepted 

laws. 

Read more... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These and similar questions are 

addressed by RACE: Are We So 

Different?, a much-praised traveling 

exhibit and related Web site that 

look at the history of the idea of 

race, the science of human varia-

tion, and the experience of living 

with race and racism. 

 

Resources 

For Families — For Teachers 

For Researchers 

Related topic: 

Michelle Obama Presents 

Modern Image for Black 

Women 

Helping families find work-life 

balance will be one of her causes 

Every time Michelle Obama 

appears as first lady, the combi-

nation of her professional and 

domestic success challenges 

stereotypical media images of 

black women in America. 

Abraham Lincoln: A Legacy of Freedom 

The year 2009 marks the bicentennial of the birth of Abraham Lin-

coln, the nation’s 16th president, and the man often considered its 

greatest leader. As the United States endured its greatest crisis, this 

self-educated common man supplied the leadership and the moral 

force that bound Americans together and carried them to victory. 

His vision spanned diplomacy and military strategy, political 

thought and elemental justice for all Americans --- including the 

African-American slaves he emancipated. The essays gathered here 

introduce readers to this “best and most widely acclaimed of all 

Americans.”    Inside this publication 

Michelle has said her primary 

job will be “mom-in-chief,” 

making sure Malia and Sasha 

adjust well to life in the White 

House.  
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More Resources for Students and Teachers...  

Education Statistics /Fast Facts  

For English Language Teachers 

 

The TOEFL® test opens the 

door to increased success with 

teaching English as a second lan-

guage. Students are required to 

integrate all 4 language skills so 

they can communicate their ideas 

and interact in real-life classroom 

and campus situations. 
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national affairs and diplo-

macy. There are four compo-

nents to the Doors to Diplo-

macy challenge… 

Doors to Diplomacy Project 

Registration Is Now Open!  

 

The U. S. Department of State 

sponsors the "Doors to Diplo-

macy" educational challenge - to 

encourage middle school and 

high school students around 

the world  to produce web 

projects that teach others 

about the importance of inter-

Thursday, 16 October, '08 - 

Saturday, 28 February, '09         

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

NOW!  

Registration is closed after Satur-

day, 28 February, '09 (11:59 P.M. 

UTC-8 U.S. Pacific).   

Register your school for 

Doors to Diplomacy as soon 

as possible. 

English Teaching Corner  

How does achievement of 

American students compare to 

students in other countries? 

The Program for International 

Student Assessment (PISA) is 

a system of international as-

sessments that measures 15-

year-olds' performance in read-

ing literacy, mathematics liter-

acy, and science literacy every 

3 years. PISA was first imple-

mented in 2000. 

What educational associations 

exist in the U.S.? 

The U.S. Department of Educa-

tion's Education Resource Organi-

zations Directory provides a com-

prehensive list of educational 

organizations and associations and 

their Internet addresses. Listed 

below are links to other directo-

ries and web sites that offer infor-

mation on a wide range of educa-

tion-related topics. 

Wyman Teen Outreach Pro-

gram  

The Wyman Teen Outreach 

Program (TOP) is a life skills 

curriculum for 12- to 17-year-

olds that aims to prevent nega-

tive youth behaviors, such as 

school failure and early preg-

nancy. 

Download, view and print the 

report as a pdf file.  (78KB) 
 

The TOEFL® Test is the 

Choice of Top 100 Universities 

Worldwide 

As students plan to study abroad, 

many of them will apply to the top 

100 universities around the world, 

identified recently on the popular 

www.topuniversities.com website. 

When students do apply, they will 

want to take ETS’s TOEFL® (Test 

of English as a Foreign Language™) 

test, because all of these top insti-

tutions and thousands more 

worldwide accept this highly re-

spected and most widely accepted 

English-language admissions test. 

This press release available 

in Portuguese (PDF) 

USANEWS IN BRIEF 

"You can't wait for 

inspiration. You have 

to go after it with a 

club."- Jack London 

The Time of the Lincolns 

a companion website to the film 

Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A 

House Divided, examines the 

context and conflicts surround-

ing the Civil War. Topics include 

the partisan politics of the time, 

the battle for abolition, the Un-

derground Railroad, African 

American troops, and women's 

rights. The site offers soldiers' 

letters, newspaper articles, and 

other primary sources, along 

with a teacher's guide.  

 
gnostic -(n.).Of, re-

lating to, or pos-

sessing spiritual or 

intellectual knowl-

edge. 

The Quote of  the 

Month 

The Word of 
the Day 
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If you are interested in receiving 

full-text of the following articles, 

just send an email to: 

reflisbon@state.gov 
 

Capacity Planning for Broad-
band in Public Libraries: Issues 
and Strategies 
John Carlo Bertot. Library 
Technology Reports. Chicago: 
Jan 2009. Vol. 45, Iss. 1; p. 38  
(7 pages)  
The current context of public 

library public access technology 

provision is paradoxical. On the 

one hand, libraries continue to 

offer a substantial number of 

public access services- worksta-

tions, licensed resources, training 

programs, digital reference, and 

wireless access, to name a few. 

On the other hand, public librar-

 

American Library Association News - International Book Fairs 2009 
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wireless access, to name a few. 

On the other hand, public librar-

ies are clearly compromised in 

their ability to continue enhanc-

ing the services they offer. 

Social Libraries: The Next 

Generation of Knowledge 

Management 

Phillip Green. Information 

Outlook. Washington: Dec 

2008. Vol. 12, Iss. 12; p. 10 (5 

pages)  

What remains unclear is what 

form the library of the future 

will take, and which tools librari-

ans and information resource 

professionals will be using to 

best achieve their organiza-

tion's objectives.  

 

Abraham Lincoln: Statesman for All Ages  

In fact, when used in isolation, blogs 

and wikis exacerbate data manage-

ment problems by creating additional 

silos of information that are not 

aligned with the core knowledge 

repository . 

Serving in Tough Times 

Francine Fialkoff. Library Journal. 

New York: Oct 15, 2008. Vol. 133, 

Iss. 17; p. 8 (1 page)  

Library use goes up in hard times. 

The number of Americans who 

rely on libraries to deliver on the 

promise of free, accessible educa-

tion, information, and entertain-

ment can only increase. Despite the 

hard times, librarians must con-

tinue to tell the library story to 

constituents and funders so that  

libraries remain a priority. 

on airs. 

The story goes that he had a 
particular general who liked to 
send dispatches that were al-
ways headed: "Headquarters in 
the Saddle." Read more... 

 

 

 

The Heritage Foundation 

by Edwin Meese, III Heritage 

Lecture #1109  

Abraham Lincoln possessed a 
great sense of humor. There is 
a great story that was handed 
down to me. I have not yet 
been able to find footnote veri-
fication that it was actually said 
by Abraham Lincoln, but it's 
the kind of story that he should 
have said, in case he didn't. It 
illustrates Lincoln's dislike for 
pomposity and people who put 

Lincoln Quiz 

Take the Lincoln Quiz! 

The answers will be published 

on our next issue. 

Enjoy it! 

Library Corner 

ISSUE  3 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 

RELEASES REPORT ON 

FIRST LONGITUDINAL 

SURVEY 

 

The survey School Libraries 

Count! is the American 

Association of School 

Librarian's first 

longitudinal survey, which 

gathered data on changes in 

the field in a number of 

areas, such as library staff, 

collections, technology, 

class visits, and budgets, to 

develop tools to help 

teacher-librarians advocate 

at the local, state, and 

national level. 

To read the 2007 report and 

participate in the 2008 

survey, visit www.ala.org/

ala/aasl/ 

slcsurvey.cfrn. 

Bologna Book Fair -  
March 23-26, 2009 
The only international market-
place exclusively for children's 
material.  
 
The London Book Fair -  
April 20-22, 2009 
London Book Fair is the leading 
spring forum for publishers, and 
librarian buyers worldwide.  
 

 BookExpo America - New York, NY  

 May 29-31, 2009 

BookExpo America is the largest English 

language book show with more than 2,000 

exhibits, 500 authors.  

The Frankfurt Book Fair -  
October 14-18, 2009 

The largest Book Fair in the world. Reach all areas 

of the publishing industry from over 100 countries. 

16th Beijing International Book 
Fair 
Beijing, China 

September 3-7, 2009 

 

Break into the Asian marketplace 

in the largest and fastest growing 

market on Earth.  

 

A selection of past 

articles from The 

Economist to mark the 

bicentennial of the 

birth of the 16th 

president of the United 

States 

“The Republican 

President's Creed”, 

November 24th 1860 

“The Assassination of Mr 

Lincoln”, April 29th 1865   

“The Life and 

Administration of Abraham 

Lincoln”, July 29th 1865 

mailto:reflisbon@state.gov
http://www.heritage.org/Research/AsiaandthePacific/hl1109.cfm
http://www.heritage.org/about/staff/EdwinMeese.cfm
file:///H:/usis/MatosTM/AERC outreach/USANEWS In Brief FY2009/Lincoln Quiz.pdf
http://www.americancollectivestand.com/the-frankfurt-book-fair_18_1.html
http://www.americancollectivestand.com/the-london-book-fair_18_2.html
http://www.americancollectivestand.com/bologna-book-fair_18_5.html
http://www.americancollectivestand.com/bookexpo-america_18_3.html
http://www.americancollectivestand.com/16th-beijing-international-book-fair_18_4.html
http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13092935
http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13092935
http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13092930
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http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13092925
http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13092925
http://www.economist.com/daily/news/displaystory.cfm?story_id=13092925


December 2008. 

THE STATE OF AMERICA’S 

CHILDREN 2008. Children’s 

Defense Fund. Web posted De-

cember 25, 2008. 

OPENING THE “WINDOW 

TO A LARGER WORLD” LI-

BRARIES’ ROLE IN CHANG-

ING AMERICA: REPORT TO 

PRESIDENT-ELECT OBAMA 

& VICE-PRESIDENT-ELECT 

BIDEN TRANSITION TEAM.  

[American Library Association]. 

December 17, 2008. 

THE NEW POLITICS OF CLI-

MATE CHANGE. Green Alli-

ance. Stephen Hale. January 10, 

2009. 

UNDERSTANDING IRAN. 

RAND Corporation. Jerrold D. 

Green et al. Web posted January 

8, 2009. 

100 THINGS AMERICANS 

MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT 

THE BUSH ADMINISTRA-

TION RECORD. The White 

House. January 14, 2009. 

 

1.5 MILLION 

HOMESCHOOLED STU-

DENTS IN THE UNITED 

STATES IN 2007. National Cen-

ter for Education Statistics. De-

cember 2008. 

AMERICAN MOBILITY: 

WHO MOVES? WHO STAYS 

PUT? WHERE’S HOME? Pew 

Research Center. Paul Taylor et 

al. December 25, 2008. 

IMMIGRATION ENFORCE-

MENT ACTIONS: 2007. U.S. 

Department of Homeland Secu-

rity. December 2008. 

CENSUS BUREAU PROJECTS 

U.S. POPULATION OF 305.5 

MILLION ON NEW YEAR’S 

DAY. U.S. Census Bureau. De-

cember 29, 2008. 

HOW HIGH SCHOOL STU-

DENTS USE TIME: A VISUAL 

ESSAY. Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics, U.S. Department of Labor. 

Web posted December 2008. 

LAUNCHING THE 21ST CEN-

TURY AMERICAN AERO-

SPACE WORKFORCE. Aero-

space Industries Association. 

CLOSING GUANTANAMO 

AND RESTORING THE RULE 

OF LAW. Center for Constitu-

tional Rights. Web posted January 

13, 2009. 

ENHANCING CHILD SAFETY 

& ONLINE TECHNOLOGIES. 

Internet Safety Technical Task 

Force. January 13, 2009 

READING ON THE RISE: A 

NEW CHAPTER IN AMERI-

CAN LITERACY. National En-

dowment for the Arts. Web posted 

January 12, 2009. 

REPOWER AMERICA WITH 

GREEN EDUCATION, 

GREEN JOBS, GREEN 

SCHOOLS. National Wildlife 

Federation. January 8, 2009. 

ROOTS OF THE FINANCIAL 

CRISIS: THE ROLE OF GOV-

ERNMENT POLICY. U.S. 

House of Representatives, Budget 

Committee, Republicans. Web 

posted January 10, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

Your Address Line 4 

Latest Reports - If you are interested in receiving full text of the following 

reports, just send an email to: reflisbon@state.gov 

 

The Resource Center is part of the Office of Public Affairs and assists the Embassy staff as 

well as Portuguese government institutions, the private sector, NGO’s, the media, research-

ers, scholars, and others with a serious research interest in the United States. 

 

Hours of Operation 

The AERC provides telephone service every day between 8:30 and 17:00 except during: 

       Lunch Hour (12:30 - 13:30), weekends, Portuguese/American Holidays  

 

AERC also responds to queries by fax, telephone, e-mail and regular mail. 

 

Access to our facility is by appointment only. Please call us in advance to schedule your 

visit. 

 

Phone: 217 273 127 
Fax: 217 266 219 
E-mail: reflisbon@state.gov 

American Embassy Resource Center 

Office of Public Affairs 

Av. das Forças Armadas 
1649-044 Lisboa 

The IRC is your 

information key! 

Embassy Speakers  
Program 
 

Traveling to the United States is the 

best way to get to know the country. 

But you can also get the flavor of 

America right here in Lisbon. The 

U.S. Embassy Speakers Program 

offers the opportunity to hear first-

hand from American diplomats on 

many different topics. 

We can share the U.S. perspective 

on a wide range of governmental, 

political, social and cultural issues, 

such as the presidential elections, 

education, volunteerism, history, arts 

& culture, philanthropy, business, 

economy, diversity, and affirmative 

action. We also can discuss the U.S. 

government position on foreign 

policy issues. These are only a few 

of the possibilities—please let us 

know what you’d like to hear about 

from us! Our goal is to address the 

topics you find interesting and im-

portant. 

Most of our discussions will be con-

ducted in English, although we also 

have staff who speak Portuguese. 

Inquiries should be made by fax, 

mail or email at the following ad-

dress: 

 

U.S. Embassy 

Office of Public Affairs 

Avenida das Forças Armadas 

1649-044 LISBOA 

Fax: 21-727-6791 

Email: OPALisbon@state.gov 

http://portugal.usembassy.gov/about_the_embassy/holidays/
http://portugal.usembassy.gov/
mailto:OPALisbon@state.gov

