
 
Registering the Birth of a U.S. Citizen Abroad 

 
 
The birth of a child in Portugal to U.S. citizen parent(s) should be reported as soon as possible with 
the U.S. Embassy in Lisbon for the purpose of establishing an official record of the child’s claim to 
U.S. citizenship at birth. The official record is in the form of a Consular Report of Birth Abroad of 
a Citizen of the United States of America. This document can be prepared only at an American 
consular office overseas while the child is under age 18.   
 
Applications for birth registrations are accepted by appointment. To schedule an appointment, you 
may contact Luis Piedade in the American Citizen Services Unit at 21-770-2416.  
 
To apply for the Consular Report of Birth Abroad, you will need the following documents: 
 

• A certified copy of the child's long form Portuguese birth certificate, "Assento de Nascimento"; 
• Passport of the U.S. citizen parent(s) as well as U.S. Naturalization Certificate, if applicable; 
• Proof of identity for the non-U.S. citizen parent, such as ID card or passport; 
• Marriage certificate if the parents are married; 
• Divorce decree if either parent has been divorced;  
• Declaration from the hospital showing the mother's name, child's sex and date of birth; 
• The child's health booklet issued by the hospital; 
• One 5x5 cm photo of the child;  
• Proof of physical presence in the U.S. if only one parent is a U.S. citizen. The parent must 

demonstrate that s/he has lived in the U.S. or its outlying possessions for at least five years, 
at least two of which were after the age of 14. Evidence can include tax documents, school 
transcripts, letter from employer, etc.; and 

• The following completed forms: 
o application for Consular Report of Birth Abroad (DS-2029),  
o passport application (DS-11), and  
o application for social security number (SS-5).  

 
Both parents and the child should be present for the interview. If one of the parents cannot be 
present, s/he must submit a notarized declaration in English, authorizing the present parent to 
apply for the child's passport. The authorization should also include a copy of the absent parent's 
passport.  
 
Consular Report of Birth is $65 or 52 euros, and e cost of a child's passport is $82 or 66 euros.  
 
For additional information, please visit:  
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/family_issues/birth/birth_593.html#

http://lisbon.usembassy.gov/ConsDocs/ds2029.pdf
http://lisbon.usembassy.gov/ConsDocs/ds11.pdf
http://lisbon.usembassy.gov/ConsDocs/ss5.pdf
http://www.travel.state.gov/family/family_issues/birth/birth_593.html
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