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World Press Freedom Day— May 3

Great Moments in
American Media
Satire

There has been a disturbing
upswing in the number of
journalists being imprisoned
or killed, and more online
journalists are being jailed
by autocratic governments,
say experts who spoke at a
conference marking World
Press Freedom Day.

Read more...

A 2008 report compiled by
CIMA/NED called
“Empowering Independ-
ent Media” states that in
many political settings,
“violence against journal-
ists is prevalent.”

Some of the reasons for
this include:

¢ Media laws are often
weak and selectively en-
forced.

* Governments control
and censor the media.

*» Cooperation for access
to information is lacking.

* Too few lawyers are will-
ing to defend or protect
journalists. Read more...

Do you sometimes wonder if
the news you are getting is
fictitious or intentionally
skewed? There have been
many instances where it was
exactly that, intended to ac-
complish specific goals: to
influence, scare, or simply
entertain the audience or the
creatof.

The Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists reports that 41 journalists
were killed and 125 were impris-
oned in 2008.

The United Nations high-
lighted the importance of a
free media by establishing
World Press Freedom Day
in 1993, setting aside May 3
each year to remember slain
and imprisoned journalists.
This year’s theme is the
safety of journalists.

Humor is a powerful commu-
nication tool, and journalists
(real and fake) have done their
share of attempting to harness
it, from early cartoons like this
attempt to mock President
Andrew Jackson’s ambitions
to modern TV programs that
consist of nothing but satire.
(See the blog entry “Is The
Daily Show news in dis-
guise?”’)

Lasantha Wickremetunga, winner
of the 2009 UNESCO World
Press Freedom Prize, was killed
January 8.

CIMA’s newest online
report, “70 Worst Countries

0 Be a Blogger. "

America.gov News

Statement by Secretary
Clinton on World Press
Freedom Day

Clinton reaffirms strong
U.S. commitment to media
freedom worldwide

Evolving Media and a Related Links:

Free Press
Committee to Protect

" h ki 1
Congtess shall make no Journalists

law ... abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press."

The First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution enshrines a
basic U.S. belief: A free press
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REMARKS BY
THE PRESIDENT
IN NOMINATING
JUDGE SONIA
SOTOMAYOR TO
THE UNITED
STATES
SUPREME
COURT. THE
WHITE HOUSE.
MAY 26, 20009.
“OVER A
DISTINGUISHED
CAREER THAT
SPANS THREE
DECADES, JUDGE
SOTOMAYOR HAS
WORKED AT
ALMOST EVERY
LEVEL OF OUR
JUDICIAL SYSTEM,
PROVIDING HER
WITH A DEPTH OF
EXPERIENCE AND A
BREADTH OF
PERSPECTIVE THAT
WILL BE
INVALUABLE AS A
SUPREME COURT
JUSTICE,” SAYS THE
PRESIDENT OBAMA
AS HE NOMINATES
SONIA
SOTOMAYOR.
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Remarks by the President at the National Academy of Sciences Annual Meeting

(begin transcript)

THE PRESIDENT: Well,
thank you so much for the won-
derful welcome. To President
Cicerone, thank you very much
for your leadership and for host-
ing us today. To John Holdren,
thanks, John, for the outstanding
work that you are doing.

I was just informed backstage
that Ralph and John both are
1965 graduates of MIT -- same
class. And so I'm not sure this is
the perfectly prescribed scientific
method, but they'te sort of a
control group -- (laughter) --
who ages faster: The President's
Science Advisor or the President
of the Acad-

emy? (Laughter.) And we'll
check in in a couple of

years. But it is wonderful to see
them.

To all of you, to my Cabinet

Secretaries and team who are
here, thank you. Itis a great
privilege to address the distin-
guished members of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, as
well as the leaders of the Na-
tional Academy of Engineering
and the Institute of Medicine
who've gatheted here this morn-

ing.

Aﬁd I'd like to begin today with
a story of a previous visitor who
also addressed this august

body. In April of 1921, Albert
Einstein visited the United States
for the first time. And his inter-
national credibility was growing
as scientists around the world
began to understand and accept
the vast implications of his theo-
ries of special and general rela-
tivity. And he attended this
annual meeting, and after sitting
through a series of long speeches
by others, he reportedly said, "I

have just got a new theory of
eternity." (Laughter.) So I will
do my best to heed this caution-
ary tale. (Laughter.)

The very founding of this insti-
tution stands as a testament to
the restless curiosity, the bound-
less hope so essential not just to
the scientific enterprise, but to
this experiment we call America.
A few months after a devastating
defeat at Fredericksburg, before
Gettysburg would be won, be-
fore Richmond would fall, be-
fore the fate of the Union would
be at all certain, President Abra-
ham Lincoln signed into law an
act creating the National Acad-
emy of Sciences -- in the midst
of civil war. Read more...

President Obama Proclaims June as Gay and 1esbian Pride Month

Calling on Congress and the
American people to “work to-
gether to promote equal rights
for all, regardless of sexual orien-
tation or gender identity,” Presi-
dent Obama issued a presidential
proclamation June 1 in honor of
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender (LGBT) Pride
Month. Read more...

The first gay pride parade was

held in 1970 on the one-year
anniversary of what came to be
known as “the Stonewall Rebel-
lion.” (See “Gay and Lesbian
Pride Month Celebrates Diver-
sity, Liberty.”)

Five states are or will soon be
issuing marriage licenses to same
-sex couples: Connecticut, lowa,
Maine, Massachusetts and Ver-

mont. Several other states offer

some form of domestic partner-
ship or civil union to same-sex
couples.

Cheer SF
— a gay-
lesbian-

bisexual-

trans-
gender cheerleading group —
performs during San Francisco’s

gay pride parade June 29, 2008.

CO.NX Upcoming Events — U.S. Department of State

Just follow the links:

June 16: Is There Hope for Somalia?

June 17: Fighting Corruption in Africa

June 23: Sri Lanka and the Maldives Q & A

C2.NX

WEBCHATS

June 25: Gays and Lesbians in America Seek Equal Rights
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Did you know?

Iran was one of the first coun-
tries to welcome the U.S. Peace
Corps in 1962, a year after Presi-
dent John Kennedy announced

the program.

Learn more:

Being Muslim in America
Podcast: President Obama’s
speech in Cairo

The United States has a long
tradition of religious tolerance,
including tolerance for Islam. As
far back as 1796, John Adams,
the second U.S. president, wrote,
"The United States has in itself
no character of enmity against
the laws, religion or tranquillity
of Muslims."

Learn more:

Being Muslim in America
Podcast: President Obama’s
speech in Cairo

Quiz
How many mosques are

there in the United
States?

A Less than 50
B Nearly 500

C More than 1,000

Learn more:
Muslims in America — A Sta-
tistical Portrait
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mechanics of the

views concerning the cyclical
nature of markets, the interde-

pendence of global trade relation-
ships, and the role of regulation.

Journalism under Siege

“At times it feels really lonely as a
Journalist [so Press Freedom Day]
becomes a good day to remember that
our work has a lot of meaning ...
allows us to still believe that
[ournalism is] a profession that’s
really needed to change the world.”

--Lydia Cacho Ribeiro, freelance
journalist

Cacho won UNESCO’s 2008
World Press Freedom Prize for
her work exposing political cor-
ruption, organized crime and

THE GLOBAL FI-
Experts describe the

global financial sys-
tem presenting their

Inside this publication

HANDBOOK OF INDE-
PENDENT JOURNAL-
ISM

This handbook covers the
ins and outs of what
every professional jour-
nalist should know —
from how to research,
write, and edit a story to

domestic violence despite an
attempt on her life and legal
battles. She says that her 18 years
as a freelance journalist in Mex-
ico have not been easy.

K ok k
A free press “plays a key role in sus-
taining and monitoring a healthy
democracy, as well as in contributing to
greater accountability, good governance,
and economic development.”

-- Karin Deutsch Karlekar, sen-
ior researcher and managing
editor for Freedom House

how to write head-
lines, choose graph-
ics, and select
quotes and sound
bites. Print, radio,
TV, and Web-based
or online journalism

forms are discussed

in detail, as well as the skills
required in beat reporting.
Inside this publication

Freedom House monitors
threats to media independence,
primarily through its annual
index, Freedom of the Press,
which draws attention to coun-
tries and regions where such
freedom is in jeopardy. Karlekar
says the group’s 2008 findings
show a sixth straight year of
decline in

global
press free-
dom.

PRESIDENT OBAMA
SEEKS NEW FUEL EF-
FICIENCY STANDARDS

“THE GOAL IS TO SET
ONE NATIONAL STAN-
DARD THAT WILL RAP-
IDLY INCREASE FUEL
EFFICIENCY, WITHOUT
COMPROMISING
SAFETY, BY AN AVER-
AGE OF 5 PERCENT
EACH YEAR BETWEEN
2012 AND 2016,”
OBAMA SAID.

FREE OR NOT
FREE?

FREEDOM HOUSE,
A NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION AND
VOICE FOR
DEMOCRACY
AROUND THE
WORLD, ANALYZES
THE STATUS OF
PRESS FREEDOM IN
NATIONS
THROUGHOUT THE
WORLD. (PDF)


http://www.america.gov/publications/books/being-muslim-in-america.html
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/usinfo/4770/eng/ia_eng_060409_fea_obamacairo.mp3
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/usinfo/4770/eng/ia_eng_060409_fea_obamacairo.mp3
http://www.america.gov/publications/books/being-muslim-in-america.html
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/usinfo/4770/eng/ia_eng_060409_fea_obamacairo.mp3
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/usinfo/4770/eng/ia_eng_060409_fea_obamacairo.mp3
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/December/20081222090246jmnamdeirf0.4547083.html
http://www.america.gov/st/diversity-english/2008/December/20081222090246jmnamdeirf0.4547083.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0509.html
http://www.america.gov/publications/books/handbook-of-independent-journalism.html
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/fop08/MOPFfinal.pdf
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/fop08/MOPFfinal.pdf
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/fop08/MOPFfinal.pdf
http://www.freedomhouse.org/uploads/fop08/MOPFfinal.pdf
http://www.america.gov/st/usg-english/2009/May/20090519171519HMnietsuA0.0680353.html?CP.rss=true
http://www.america.gov/st/usg-english/2009/May/20090519171519HMnietsuA0.0680353.html?CP.rss=true
http://www.america.gov/st/usg-english/2009/May/20090519171519HMnietsuA0.0680353.html?CP.rss=true

USANEWS IN BRIEF PAGE 4

English Teaching Corner

40th Anniversary of Man The sign the astronauts left on the
; s, "Here men from the
Landing on the Moon fnoon says,
d & planet Earth first set foot upon the
1969-2009 moon July 1969, A.D. We came in

peace for all mankind." Image
Credit: NASA

One Giant 1eap P ) i \3

Sfor Mankind

Astronauts Neil Armstrong, Mike
Collins and Buzz Aldrin flew on
the Apollo 11 mission. Image
Credit: NASA

APOLLO

p ﬁ To explore with your students:
s
&S \ Apollo 40th Anniversary:

Celebrate Apollo, Exploring the

Moon and Discovering Earth

Education Statistics | Fast Facts

ing in a band, play- tion (107,000). At the master’s
degree level, the largest numbers
singing in a chorus of degrees were in the fields of
or choir. (more info) education (175,000) and business
(146,000). The fields with the
largest number of degrees at the
doctot's degree level were educa-
tion (7,600), engineering (7,400),
health professions and related
clinical sciences (7,100), biologi-

13-y

3-y takij . .
algebra: ing in an orchestra,

Compared to {
1986, the per-
centage of 13-

16%

yeat-olds in
2008 taking algebra increased What are the most popular
from 16 to 30 petcent. (Source: ~ majots for college students?
NAEP 2008 Long-Term Of the 1,485,000 bachelot's de-
Trend) (more info) grees conferred in 2005-06, the

. largest numbers of degrees were
In 2008, 34 percent O,f _elgh_th_. conferred in the fields of busi- ; . .
graders reported participating in cal and biomedical sciences

. ness (318,000), social sciences
one or more of the following and history (161,000), and educa- (5,800), psychology (4,900), and

musical activities at school: play- physical sciences (4,500).

Feature Article and more Resources for Students and teachers. ..

. College and University 3 From the
. . gifted pre-college students. a4

Yoz.ttly Science Web S zz‘ff Other nsefal licke: EEH%H&“ many types of

Builds International Ties Institutions to

. the virtually unlimited array of programs
Gifted students from 50 coun- Top University Programs: and majors},l the universitiez anc%) co%reges

tries share ideas Science & Engineering in the United States reflect the diversity,
tolerance, and pursuit of excellence that
Imagine being able to connect Community Colleges characterize the best of the country as a

whole. Through this journal, prospective
. international students and their parents
science and math from around . . .
b b fah and advisors will learn about the Ameti-
the world by means of a fre, can system of higher education and aca-
state-of-the-art Web site. This demic and student life at U.S. colleges

is the vision behind Cogito, a and universities. Read more...

math and science site for

young people interested in
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http://www.america.gov/universities.html
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Library Corner

If you are interested in receiv-
ing full-text of the following
articles, just send an email to:
reflisbon@state.gov

Bedord, Jean
EBOOKS HIT CRITICAL
MASS: WHERE DO LIBRARIES
FIT WITH OPRAH? (Online,
vol. 33, no. 3, May/June 2009, pp.
14-17)

The author, a private consultant,
was one of the eatliest eBook
readers and one of its strongest
proponents of the then-
emerging format. The earliest
eBooks were large, bulky con-

traptions that looked like thick

binders. Since then, readers
have shrunk to the size of a thin
paperback, more titles are avail-
able (now a major key to the
success of eBooks), and the term
“eBook” is now part of the gen-
eral lexicon. Much of the credit
for this change goes to television
celebrity Oprah Winfrey’s en-
dotsement of the Amazon Kin-
dle, which did much to change
the mind-set for both readers
and publishers, plus infrastruc-
ture changes that created larger
inventories of book titles.

Knapp, Jeffrey LE-
GAL RESEARCH: AN INTRO-
DUCTION TO KEY ONLINE

American Library Association News

ALA Annual Conference

The 2009 Annual Conference will take place in

AND PRINT SOURCES (Choice,
vol. 46, no. 8, April 2009, pp.
1439//1449)

The author, a librarian with Penn-
sylvania State University, Altoona,
offers a basic overview of the legal
process, a collection of resources
for finding primary and secondaty
sources of legal information, re-
sources for understanding the legal
process, and resources specifically
tailored for legal research. The
essay is divided into two parts --
focusing on how a law is made and
recorded, and aids in researching
the law. Law reviews and legal
periodical articles provide interpre-
tation of the law as well as detailed
articles on particular legal topics...

Statistical Summaries for Academic

Libraries

Chicago, IL July 9- July 15, 2009 at McCormick

Place West located at 2301 S. Lake Shore Drive

Chicago, IL 60616.

Exhibits to focus on freedom
enjoyed in United States, rich
diversity

A new museum quickly taking
shape just 90 paces from the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia will
chronicle the experience of Jews
in the United States from their
first arrival by ship in 1654 to
the present day.

Multimedia displays and some
20,000 cultural artifacts will fo-
cus on telling their story in the
context of the freedom America

Summary reports from ACRL's 2007 Aca-

demic Library Trends & Statistics with data
from over 1,100 institutions. (Free access.)

has offered and the rich diversity
of the Jewish community itself,
said Jonathan Sarna, chief histo-
rian of the National Museum of
American Jewish History.

While exhibits will focus mainly
on the Jewish community, he
added, “I think any immigrant
group, any minority group, will
find moments that resonate for
them.” Read more...

The
National
Museum
of
Ametri-
can Jew-
ish His-
tory's
new
building
is under
construction near Independ-

ence Hall in Philadelphia.

STATISTICS
ABOUT
LIBRARIES

HOwW MANY LIBRARIES
ARE THERE IN THE
UNITED STATES?

How MANY PEOPLE
WORK IN LIBRARIES IN
THE UNITED STATES?

THE NATION'S
LARGEST LIBRARIES:
A LISTING By
VOLUMES HELD
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AMERICAN EMBASSY RESOURCE CENTER

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Av. das Forcas Armadas
1649-044 Lisboa

Phone: 217 273 127
Fax: 217 266 219
E-mail: reflisbon@state.gov

>

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES

LISBON « PORTUGAL

EMBASSY
HIGHLIGHTS

U.S. Chancery Celebrates
25th Anniversary in Sete
Rios

ON MAY 28 FORMER
AND CURRENT EMPLOY-
EES OF THE U.S. EM-
BASSY IN LISBON GATH-
ERED TO CELEBRATE THE
ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CHANCERY THAT MOVED
ITS FACILITIES FROM
AVENIDA DUQUE DE
LOULE TO ITS PRESENT
LOCATION A QUARTER
OF A
CEN-
TURY
AGO.
VISIT-
ING US
FOR
THE OCCASION WERE
FORMER AMBASSADORS
EVERETT E. BRIGGS AND

GERALD S. MCGOWAN.
(MORE)

WE WOULD LIKE TO
HEAR FROM YOU!

PLEASE SEND YOUR
COMMENTS OR
SUGGESTIONS TO
REFLISBON@STATE.GOV

The IRC is your
information key!

The Resource Center is part of the Office of Public Affairs and assists the Embassy staff as

well as Portuguese government institutions, the private sector, NGO’s, the media, research-

ets, scholars, and others with a serious research interest in the United States.

Hours of Operation

e The AERC provides telephone service every day between 9:30 and 16:30 except during:
Lunch Hour (12:30 - 13:30), weekends, and Portuguese/ American Holidays

e AERC also responds to queties by fax, telephone, e-mail and regular mail.

e Access to our facility is by appointment only. Please call us in advance to schedule your

visit.

Latest Reports - If you are interested in receiving full text of the following reports, just send

an email to: reflisbon@state.gov

CLIMATE CHANGE AND
THE GLOBAL WATER CRI-
SIS: WHAT BUSINESSES
NEED TO KNOW AND DO.
Pacific Institute and United Nations
Global Impact. May 2009.

The report explores the linkages
between climate change and water,
from both the scientific and corpo-
rate management perspectives. It
covers a number of critical areas,
including how climate change is
expected to impact water scarcity,
water quality, and water demand;
the ways in which water and energy
are interconnected, including trade-
off scenarios; and how businesses
can strategically manage water-
climate risks.

IINTERNATIONAL ENERGY
OUTLOOK 2009. Energy Infor-
mation Administration. May 2009.

World marketed energy consump-
tion is projected to grow by 44
percent between 2006 and 2030,
driven by strong long-term eco-
nomic growth in the developing
nations of the world, according to
the reference case projection. The
current global economic downturn
will dampen world energy demand
in the near term, as manufacturing
and consumer demand for goods
and setvices slows. However, with
economic recovery anticipated to
begin within the next 12 to 24
months, most nations are expected

to see energy consumption growth at
rates anticipated prior to the reces-
sion.

THE CONDITION OF EDUCA-
TION 2009. U.S. Department of
Education. May 28, 2009.

The report summarizes important
developments and trends in educa-
tion using the latest available data. It
presents 46 indicators on the status
and condition of education. The
indicators represent a consensus of
professional judgment on the most
significant national measures of the
condition and progress of education
for which accurate data are avail-
able. The 2009 print edition in-
cludes 46 indicators in five main
areas: (1) participation in education;
(2) learner outcomes; (3) student
effort and educational progress; (4)
the contexts of elementary and
secondary education; and (5) the
contexts of postsecondary educa-
tion.

SAVING THE NEWS: TO-
WARD A NATIONAL JOUR-
NALISM STRATEGY. Free
Press. Victor Pickard et al. May 12,
2009.

The study reports on how the gov-
ernment should respond to the
current crisis in journalism. It pro-
vides an in-depth analysis of ideas
and proposals being debated

around the future of the news
business and advocates for a
range of short- and long-term
strategies. The report analyzes
the collapse of the traditional
business model for news and
describes the alternatives emerg-
ing in its place. It also argues that
new policies are needed to sus-
tain vital professional journalism
while embracing digital technol-
ogy and the power of the Inter-
net.

POPULATION ESTIMATES.
U.S. Census Bureau. May 14,
2009.

The Census Bureau releases state
and county data depicting na-
tion’s population ahead of 2010
Census. Orange County, Fla., the
nation’s 35th most populous
county, is one of six counties to
have become majority-minority
between 2007 and 2008, accord-
ing to state and county popula-
tion estimates by age, sex, race
and Hispanic origin released to-
day by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Majority-minority is defined as
more than half the population
being of a group other than sin-
gle-race, non-Hispanic white.
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