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Global Nato 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organization's functions have evolved since it was established in 1949. As the world's premier 
multinational military organization, NATO is essential to the management of current international crises, varying from 
peacekeeping in Afghanistan to tsunami relief in Indonesia. 
 
How To Keep The Bomb From Iran 
As an open supporter of terrorism with strong anti-American and anti-Israeli sentiments, a nuclear Iran would pose a 
grave threat to the United States and its allies. Scott D. Sagan, Professor of Political Science and Director of the Center for 
International Security and Cooperation at Stanford University, describes the dangers of "deterrence optimism" and 
"proliferation fatalism" when approaching the problem of Iran's nuclear program. 
 
Hamas, Israel, And The Prospects For Peace 
The author, director of the Institute for the Study of Diplomacy at Georgetown University, describes the recent changes in 
the Israel-Palestine situation caused by the elections of Hamas and Olmert and presents Israeli and Palestinian "myths" 
that he sees as barriers to a negotiated settlement of the problems. 
 
Government Sources: 
 
Bush, Maliki Reaffirm Commitment to Democratic Iraq 
President Bush and Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki have issued a joint statement reaffirming their commitment to “the 
security and prosperity of a democratic Iraq and the global fight against terrorism which affects all our citizens.”  
In their statement, released October 28 by the White House, the two leaders said they had held consultations earlier in 

the day by means of secure video, in which they discussed issues including “the development of 
Iraqi security forces, efforts to promote reconciliation among all Iraqis, and the International 
Compact for Iraq and the economic reforms associated with it.” 
 
President George Bush talks with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki via video link Saturday, October 28. 
(White House photo) 

 
 
Nations Meet in Morocco on How To Counter Nuclear Terror Threat  
Representatives of 12 nations are gathering in Rabat, Morocco, October 30-31 to discuss how to address effectively the 
ever-present threat to the international community from terrorists determined to detonate a nuclear or radiological device.  
This will be the first diplomatic meeting to discuss the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism since the United 
States and Russia proposed it at the G8 Summit in St. Petersburg, Russia, in July. The United States and Russia discussed 
the need for partners to counter this dangerous threat for about six months before it was announced. 
 
Twenty-Five Nations To Join in Nonproliferation Exercise 
Twenty-five countries will take part in the first Persian Gulf exercise under the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) aimed 
at preventing the spread of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and their delivery systems, the State Department says.  
The interdiction training exercise, called Leading Edge, will be held October 30 and 31, the department said in a statement 
issued October 27. 
 
Related Items: 
International Counterproliferation Cooperation Remains Vital  
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Lessons Of The Korean War For The "Six-Party Talks" 
Through a detailed case study of the negotiating process that ended the Korean War, the author illustrates what he considers 
key lessons to resolve today's nuclear standoff on the Korean peninsula… 
 
Al Qaeda's Pandemic 
The author, a defense and foreign affairs correspondent for National Journal, declares, "In the collective body that is Islamic 
extremism, often only a few synapses stand between a spoken word and an act of wanton bloodshed halfway around the 
world… 

 
Russia Leaves the West 
The Kremlin's new approach to foreign policy assumes that as a big country, Russia is essentially friendless; no great power 
wants a strong Russia, which would be a formidable competitor, and many want a weak Russia that they could exploit and 
manipulate… 
 
India and the Balance of Power 
Although India's economic growth has been widely discussed, its new foreign policy has been less noted. Unlike their U.S. 
counterparts, Indian leaders do not announce new foreign policy doctrines. Nonetheless, in recent years, they have worked 
relentlessly to elevate India's regional and international standing and to increase its power. 

 
 
Government Sources: 

 
 
U.S. Foreign Policy in the 21st Century 
An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State, September 2006 
Introduced by Secretary Rice, this electronic journal features essays by each regional bureau Assistant 
Secretary outlining U.S. policy in that region. Each essay also explains the Assistant Secretary’s 
personal vision for that region, and outlines how the Secretary's “transformational diplomacy” will help 
our international partners build and sustain democratic, well-governed states. 
 
 
 

United States, Russia Sign New Plutonium Liability Protocol 
Program seeks to eliminate plutonium equivalent of 16,000 nuclear weapons 
The United States and Russia have signed a protocol that will allow liability issues to be resolved for an important nuclear 
nonproliferation program, the State Department and the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) announced 
September 15… 
 
U.S. Researcher Urges Measurable Information War on Extremism 
Marshall Center speaker discusses Cold War-style information strategies 
A U.S. government analyst proposes using Cold War-style information and containment strategies to prevent the spread of 
Islamic extremism, and recommends immediate action to start gathering data on public diplomacy efforts in Muslim 
communities worldwide. 
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Declaring Victory 
Based on interviews with over 60 terrorism experts, the author concludes that while al-Qaeda is only a shadow of its pre-9/11 
self, the terrorists can continue to harm the United States by goading it into actions that can harm its international standing, 
such as its continued presence in Iraq, its imprisonment of terrorists in Guantanamo, and ongoing domestic concerns about 
civil liberties… 
 
Common Values: A New Agenda For U.S.-Japan Relations 
Michael Green, senior advisor and Japan chair at CSIS and associate professor of international relations at Georgetown, and 
Nicholas Szechenyi, fellow and assistant director of the Japan chair at CSIS, write, "The U.S.-Japan alliance has undergone a 
quiet transformation in recent years, moving beyond ad hoc 'alliance management' to establish a solid foundation for 
cooperation based on shared values and strategic interests."… 
 
The Cause Of Strife In The U.S.-Rok Alliance 
The past decade has seen a marked shift in East Asia's security conditions, yet the relationship between the United States and 
South Korea have not kept pace. While South Korea is fixated upon efforts to integrate its northern neighbor and develop a 
unified foreign policy, the United States views all developments in the region through its preoccupation with counterterrorism, 
proliferation, and homeland security… 

 
Government Sources: 
 
Preventing Attacks Central to Effective Counterterrorism Strategy 
U.S. attorney general outlines strategy against terrorists, post-9/11 reforms 
 
The disruption August 10 of a trans-Atlantic terrorist plot to blow up U.S. air carriers highlights the international community’s 
progress in preventing attacks before they occur, says U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales. 
 
“Prevention is the goal of all goals when it comes to terrorism, because we simply cannot and will not 
wait for these particular crimes to occur before taking action,” Gonzales said in an August 16 speech to 
the World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh. 

 
U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales (©AP/WWP) 

 
Rebuilding and Resilience: Five Years After 9/11
An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State, August 2006 
 
This journal examines how the United States has rebounded and how the international community has rebuilt 
and come together to condemn terrorism in the five years since the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. 
Highlights include articles about the rebuilding of the area around the World Trade Center, U.S. government 
efforts to facilitate travel to the United States, an interfaith roundtable, planned 9/11 memorials, and how 
survivors are rebuilding their lives.

 
Coalition Helps Iraqis Build Strong National Defense 
Officials highlight advisers' role supporting Iraqi army, police, border guards 
 
Iraqi security forces are building a modern national defense while simultaneously defending their country from attack, thanks 
to support from coalition advisers embedded with Iraqi army and police units, top U.S. military officials say. 
 
The Iraq Assistance Group, headed by Army Brigadier General Dana Pittard, oversees 3,000 U.S. and allied advisers 
embedded with Iraqi forces as part of 11-15 member military transition teams spread across the country’s 10 army divisions; 
police transition teams working with all 27 national police battalions; and border transition teams working alongside their 
counterparts in Iraq’s Department of Border Enforcement. 
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Seven Questions: North Korea's Nukes -- Interview with Don Oberdorfer 
In response to the international reaction to North Korea's expressed intention to test a ballistic missile 
capable of reaching the United States, Foreign Policy interviewed Don Oberdorfer, former Washington Post 
correspondent and currently distinguished journalist in residence at Johns Hopkins University's School of 
Advanced International Studies… 
 
Russia Leaves the West  
Trenin, deputy director of the Carnegie Moscow Center, writes that relations between Russia and the West 
"have begun to fray," noting that Russia has given up on becoming "part of the West and have started 
creating their own Moscow-centered system." Europeans and the U.S. criticize the situation, even though 
the West is also to blame for the shift in Russian foreign policy. 
 
Religion and The State: Why Moderate Religious Teaching Should Be Promoted The author, a 
professor at George Washington University, argues that the United States should promote religious 
schools in the Muslim world that teach a moderate version of Islam, particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq… 

 
Government Sources: 
 
 

U.N. Reform Remains High Priority for United States 
U.S. Ambassador Bolton says making changes "uphill battle" 
Management reform at the United Nations remains a priority for the United States, but 
achieving changes is "an uphill battle," U.S. Ambassador John Bolton told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee July 27. 
 

John Bolton, United Sta es Ambassador to United Nations t
(File photo ©AP/WWP) 
 
U.S. Envoy Khalilzad Lays out Iraq Strategy 
U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad said the most critical issue in Iraq no
controlling sectarian violence. “The struggle for the future of Iraq is vital for the 
future of the world,” he told a large crowd at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies in Washington, July 11… 

w is 

 
U.S ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad 

 (File photo - ©AP/WWP)
 
Rumsfeld Reflects on Five Years of Progress in Afghanistan 
With support from the international community, Afghanistan has made tremendous progress in the past 
five years, says Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld… 
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How To Think About Terrorism 
Richard Betts, professor at Columbia University and member of the National Commission on Terrorism, discusses the 
difficulty of anticipating and preventing terrorist attacks. Americans have faith that, through more advanced technologies, 
better-trained people, and more organized bureaucracies, future acts of terror can be thwarted… 
 
The U.N. Looks Next To The East 
The author, a freelance writer based in Washington, DC, discusses the current thinking regarding the successor to 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan. There is widespread agreement that the new secretary-general will come from Asia… 
 
A Breather For The Alliance 
While acknowledging that U.S.-European relations have improved recently, the author suggests that U.S. policymakers are 
"ignoring the still-perilous state" of the trans-Atlantic alliance… 
 
Troubles With The Russian Bear 
National Journal columnist Bruce Stokes notes that "Russia and the West are descending into a new Cold War marked by 
clashing strategic interests… 
 
Government Sources: 
 

 National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley (© AP/WWP) 
U.S., Allies Urge North Korea Against Missile Tests 
North Korea’s interlocutors in the Six-Party Talks - the United States, China, Russia, Japan and South Korea – are calling 
upon Pyongyang to respect its own 1999 voluntary moratorium and refrain from testing a long-range ballistic missile. 
 
National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley told reporters June 22 that the five countries are “trying to deal with a broader 
set of issues with North Korea” through the talks and “a test would obviously be disruptive.”

 
Iran Should Respond to Nuclear Offer Soon, Say U.S. and EU 
President Bush and European Union (EU) leaders together called on Iran to respond to the international community’s offer 
concerning its nuclear activities, warning that “time is limited,” and that its answer should come in “weeks, not months.”  

 

 Significant Events in U.S. Foreign Relations (1900 - 2001)
  An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State - April 2006 

This issue of eJournal USA examines how U.S. foreign relations have evolved over the past century, influenced by the 
legacy of America’s founding ideals of protecting individual rights and freedom. Special features include five historical 
video excerpts and two photo galleries illustrating the Panama Canal and the Marshall Plan.

 
 

IN BRIEF is published monthly by the AERC-American Embassy Resource Center. 
If interested in full text of articles above, please e-mail matostm@state.gov

http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-english&y=2006&m=June&x=20060622140733esnamfuak0.8116419
http://usinfo.state.gov/xarchives/display.html?p=washfile-english&y=2006&m=June&x=20060621133251esnamfuak0.8486902
http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itps/0406/ijpe/ijpe0406.htm
mailto:matostm@state.gov


 
 May 2006 

 

Views expressed in the articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. government 
 
 
IN BRIEF… 
 
 

Commercial Sources: 
 
The "Problems Of Mobilization" And The Analysis Of Armed Groups 
In today's society, when dealing with non-state, armed groups, there is a set list of categories used for classification. This 
approach is that of poor classification and may lead to an improper and ineffective response… 
 
A Profile In Defiance 
Last June, the hard-line mayor of Tehran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, was elected president of Iran. Ahmadinejad's 
inflammatory rhetoric, indifference to global opinion and provocative announcements regarding Iran's nuclear program 
have caused international outrage. The author, senior fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations, attempts to explain 
Ahmadinejad's mindset, noting that he is at the forefront of a "war generation" that is taking power and is changing the 
makeup of the government in Tehran… 
 
Hardly The Last Word 
On the occasion of the twentieth anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, Flynn examines the September 2005 U.N. 
report on the accident; its conclusion that the long-term health effects appeared to be less serious than initially feared… 
 
China and Japan's Simmering Rivalry
China and Japan, the giants of Asia, account for nearly three-quarters of the region's economic activity and more than half 
of the region's military spending. Despite their deep economic ties and a doubling of their bilateral trade in the past five 
years, their relationship is increasingly strained, with dangerous implications for the United States and the world at large. 
 
 

Government Sources: 
 
U.S. Announces Plans To Restore Diplomatic Ties with Libya 
Libya to be removed from list of state sponsors of terror, says Rice 
The United States soon will re-establish full diplomatic relations with Libya, based on Tripoli’s 2003 decision to renounce 
its sponsorship of terrorism and to eliminate its programs for production of weapons of mass destruction, Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice announced May 15. 
 
Relations with China a Top U.S. Concern, State's Zoellick Says 
Domestic concerns, global stakes bind the countries, deputy secretary says 
Relations with China are a top concern for the United States and will be for the foreseeable future, says Deputy Secretary 
of State Robert Zoellick. 
 
U.S. Urges Peaceful Resolution of Differences in East Timor 
Continued U.N. presence can help development of institutions, U.S. says 
The State Department called for the peaceful resolution of differences that erupted in April and affirmed U.S. support for a 
continued United Nations presence in the troubled fledgling democracy of East Timor. 
 
NATO, Russia To Highlight Security Cooperation 
Two-week cross-country tour of Russia will showcase new era of partnership 
Representatives from NATO’s 26 member countries are embarking on NATO-Russia Rally 2006: What Binds Us Together, a 
two-week, 12,000-kilometer tour across Russia to highlight a new era of security cooperation between former Cold War 
adversaries. 
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Iraq And Kosovo: A Meditation On American Power 
Former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright discusses recent American interventions in Kosovo and Iraq. She 
feels that events in Iraq are currently not going in the direction originally envisioned by the Bush administration… 
 
The Roots Of Democracy 
A political science professor at the University of Chicago, Boix contends that democracies succeed in countries 
where income inequality is low, and where elites' wealth is mobile…
 
Of Power And Providence: The Old U.S. And The New E.U. 
A political science professor at Colorado College, the author offers some valid insights in similarities and differences 
on constitutional issues between late-18th-century America and the current state of play in the European Union… 
 
The "Problems Of Mobilization" And The Analysis Of Armed Groups 
In today's society, when dealing with non-state, armed groups, there is a set list of categories used for 
classification… 
 
 

Government Sources: 
 
Progress Toward Iraqi Unity Government Prompts Optimism 
Moves reflects courage and commitment of Iraq's people, U.S. Army spokesman says 
With a national unity government being formed and increasingly capable security forces keeping the peace, Iraq is 
making real progress, says U.S. Army Major General Rick Lynch. 
“There is great optimism on our part and on the part of the Iraqi people,” Lynch told journalists in an April 27 press 
briefing in Baghdad.   
 
Rice Urges Turkey To Work with Iraq in Fighting Terror Group 
Secretary visits Ankara, urges stability in dealing with cross-border terror 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has urged Turkey to wait until a new Iraqi government is formed in the weeks 
ahead to address cross-border terrorism by the PKK, a Kurdish separatist group that has sought refuge in 
neighboring Iraq. 
  
Rice Remains "Hopeful" Diplomacy Will Work with Iran 
Diplomatic course on nuclear program "just beginning," she says 
U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice responded April 25 to the latest statements of defiance from Iran over its 
nuclear program by saying she remains hopeful diplomacy eventually will succeed. 
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A Question Of Chemistry: Controlling The Spread And Use Of Chemical Weapons 
Litman, editor-in-chief of the Harvard International Review, traces the history and use of chemical weapons in warfare. 
She also provides background on international efforts to control chemical weapons, including the Geneva Protocols and the 
Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC). 
 
The European Union As A Security Actor: Security Provision Through Enlargement  
The author, assistant professor of Political Science at the University of Texas, discusses the question of whether regional 
integration can solve security issues, and presents a case study of the European Union's post-Cold War eastward 
expansion to illustrate its role as an independent security actor. 
 
The Future Of Afghanistan 
The author, professor at the National Defense University and former Afghan interior minister, analyzes the challenges and 
opportunities facing Afghanistan, focusing on ways to foster the long-term development of governance, security, and 
economic growth. 
 
Port Security Is Still A House Of Cards 
The author analyzes one of America's weakest areas of counterterrorism, port security, noting that "it is only a matter of 
time before terrorists breach the superficial security measures in place to protect the ports, ships and the millions of inter-
modal containers that link global producers to consumers." 
 
 

Government Sources: 
 
U.S., NATO Outlining Priorities for November Summit in Latvia 
List includes Afghanistan, Africa, relief work, special forces, new partners 
NATO’s top priority for its November summit in Latvia is ensuring the 26-nation military alliance succeeds after taking over 
security operations throughout Afghanistan, a senior U.S. diplomat says. 
Kurt Volker, deputy assistant secretary of state for European and Eurasian affairs, outlined several main topics to be 
discussed when NATO heads of state meet November 28-29 in Riga, Latvia. Volker listed the priorities during a March 28 
speech at the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California.  
 
Berlin Foreign Ministers' Meeting Produces Strong Words for Iran 
Foreign ministers urge Iran to comply with IAEA demands within 30 days 
Foreign ministry representatives from the five permanent member countries of the U.N. Security Council and the German 
foreign minister had strong words for Iran following a March 30 meeting in Berlin to discuss their next steps in confronting 
the Iranian nuclear issue. 
 
United States Says Ukrainian Elections Seem To Be "Free and Fair" 
Official says preliminary results do not signify repudiation of Orange Revolution 
The Bush administration says Ukraine’s March 26 parliamentary elections appear to have been conducted freely and fairly, 
and it welcomed the country’s continued practice of democracy. 
“All indications are that this appears to be a free and fair election,” White House press secretary Scott McClellan said 
March 27, adding that the United States looks forward to working with Ukraine’s new government once it is formed. 
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The European Union As A Security Actor: Security Provision Through Enlargement  
The author, assistant professor of Political Science at the University of Texas, discusses the question of whether 
regional integration can solve security issues, and presents a case study of the European Union's post-Cold War 
eastward expansion to illustrate its role as an independent security actor… 
 
Great Expectations 
The author, former Deputy Chief of the CIA's Counterterrorist Center and Visiting Professor at the Security Studies 
Program at Georgetown University, notes that in a poll conducted in June 2005, 65 percent of US citizens said that 
reforming the intelligence services is the best way to strengthen US security significantly… 
 
The Strategic Logic Of Taiwanization  
The authors, instructors at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the University of Canterbury in New Zealand, 
respectively, assess the current strategic situation in the Taiwan Strait, weighing Taiwan's options in addressing a 
potential threat from China… 
 
Who's In Charge In The Kremlin?  
The author, senior fellow at the World Policy Institute, concludes in a very interesting analysis of the current 
situation in Russia that "no single person is really firmly in charge in the Kremlin," and "uncertainty will only grow 
as the next presidential election approaches." 
 

Government Sources: 
 

  
Vice President Dick Cheney. (©AP/WWP) 
America Will Lead World to Victory Against Terrorism, Cheney Says
Vice president pledges to stop Iranian nuclear weapon, expresses support for Iranian people 

The best hope against terrorism and the spread of nuclear weapons is the continued commitment of America and 
its allies to expanding freedom throughout the world, says Vice President Cheney. “The terrorists have declared 
war on the civilized world, and America will lead the civilized world to victory,” he says. 
 
Africa of Key Strategic Importance to U.S., World, Scholar Says
Heritage Foundation's Schaefer says African energy increasingly significant 

Washington - Africa has evolved into a region of key strategic importance to the United States, China and many 
other countries worldwide as a supplier of energy and natural resources. Brett D. Schaefer, a research fellow in 
regulatory affairs at the Heritage Foundation in Washington, makes that point March 7 at a conference entitled 
"Chinese Influence: Expanding in Both Africa and Latin America." 
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Come The Revolution: Transforming The Asia-Pacific’s Militaries 
The author, associate professor with the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu, discusses 
defense transformation as a “revolution in military affairs”… 
 
Transatlantic Tension and Threat Perception 
Sarotte, professor of political science at the University of Cambridge, discusses why Americans and 
Europeans often "talk past each other" in discussions about security issues… 
 
Afghanistan Four Years On: An Assessment 
The author examines the history and future of American involvement in Afghanistan, noting that the 
success of the U.S. efforts in Afghanistan hinges upon four elements… 
 
Privatizing Foreign Policy 
The authors, co-directors of the Privatization of Foreign Policy Project at the World Policy Institute, 
contend that non-state actors have not just influenced the domestic policy agendas of national 
governments, but that increasingly, their influence is being felt internationally… 
 
Shattering Iraq 
Starobin, staff writer for the National Journal, contends that Iraq is well on the road to civil war. He notes 
that a "civil-war prism can explain a lot -- and also offer some prospective guidance." 
 
 

Government Sources: 
 
In State of the Union Speech, Bush Urges U.S. Global Engagement 
President warns that isolationism and protectionism lead to "danger and decline" 
President Bush urged the United States to engage the international community as a means of building 
prosperity, security, freedom and hope around the world in his State of the Union address to the U.S. 
Congress and the American people. 
 
Intercepts Key Element in Terrorism Fight, Attorney General Says 
Gonzales asserts United States' terrorist surveillance program is legal 
The War on Terror is a “war of information,” says Attorney General Alberto Gonzales. Speaking in 
Washington, Gonzales says the National Security Agency’s terrorist surveillance program, which began in 
2002, is used to protect Americans by intercepting the international e-mails and telephone calls of people 
in the United States reasonably believed to be members or agents of terrorist organizations. 
  
U.S. Says Palestinian Elections "Historic and Significant" 
White House, State Department say position toward HAMAS is "unchanged" 
Washington -- White House press secretary Scott McClellan said the first Palestinian parliamentary 
elections in 10 years are a “historic and significant moment” for the Palestinian people, and the United 
States will continue helping them build democratic institutions as Middle East peace efforts move forward. 
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Europe's Response To World Politics 
Deutscher and Messner discuss how Europe must stabilize its relationship with the American administration, develop 
viable initiatives for the coming UN reforms, and put forth greater effort to fight global problems. These efforts must be 
accomplished in conjunction with effective international programs… 
 
American Engagement 
In October, the European Union took the tremendous step of inviting Bosnia to begin the process of becoming a member 
of the EU. For centuries empires collided in and around Bosnia. Today Bosnia and its neighbors are on their way to 
becoming part of a Europe whole and free -- something every American president since Harry Truman has wanted… 
  
Survey Finds Deep Discontent With American Foreign Policy 
Shaken by the Iraq war and the rise of anti-American sentiment around the world, Americans are turning inward, a new 
Pew survey of American opinion leaders and the general public indicates… 
 
Inside The Ivory Tower 
Academic scribblers have enormous potential to shape the worldviews of tomorrow's leaders. In the case of American 
scholars of international relations, they are almost certainly framing foreign-policy debates and training the future 
policymakers of the world's only superpower. A most comprehensive survey was conducted to examine what these 
scholars write and think about international politics, and what they are teaching tomorrow's leaders…  
 
The Chinese Are Our Friends 
Barnett discusses the Sino-American partnership that will define the twenty-first century…
 

Government Sources: 
 

 U.S. President George W. Bush shakes hands with American troops stationed in South Korea, Nov. 19. 
 (© AP/WWP) 
 
Bush Says Setting Iraq Withdrawal Deadline Would Court Disaster
President pledges to follow "sober judgment" of military in war effort 

Setting a deadline for withdrawing U.S. forces from Iraq would be “a recipe for disaster,” President Bush tells U.S. military 
personnel in at a U.S. military base in South Korea. Bush vows the United States will prosecute the fight against terrorists 
in Iraq “until we have achieved the victory our brave troops have fought and bled for.” 
 
Dayton a "Seminal Moment" in Diplomacy, State's Burns Says 
Under secretary of state speaks on 10th anniversary of Dayton Accords 
International diplomats are meeting this week in Washington to mark the 10th anniversary of the historic Dayton Peace 
Accords, which ended the Bosnian war. 
 
 
 
 

IN BRIEF is published monthly by the AERC-American Embassy Resource Center. 
If interested in full text of articles above, please e-mail matostm@state.gov

http://usinfo.state.gov/is/Archive/2005/Nov/21-744557.html
mailto:matostm@state.gov


 
 
 

 October 2005 
 

Views expressed in the articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect U.S. government 
 
IN BRIEF… 
 

Commercial Sources: 
 
WILPF Celebrates 90 Years
The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) celebrated its 90th anniversary in San 
Francisco on Aug 10-11 by deciding to focus on two huge issues--the Middle East and water--for the 
coming three years. At their workshop-filled congress, WILPF members explored topics such as myths and 
stereotypes of the Middle East, the role of Christian Zionists, and the role arms sales play in US policy to 
the Middle East. 
 
Transatlantic Tension And Threat Perception
What governments perceive as a threat is determined by what they understand their areas of 
responsibility, and their priorities, to be. To understand threat perception, it is necessary to step back and 
look at the evolution of federal authority. A brief historical examination shows that Americans and 
Europeans have very different notions of federal authority, and that this shapes their very different threat 
perceptions. Sarotte discusses this discrepancy which will help prevent both sides from talking past each 
other during the second Bush administration. 
 
A Clash of Systems: An Analytical Framework to Demystify the Radical Islamist Threat
Harvey et al provide an alternative framework for analyzing global conflict. They analyze a series of rules 
that have characterized the interaction between a system of state and non-state actors throughout history 
and conclude that when it comes to understanding current events in the Middle East, one must appreciate 
that it is not about oil, but ideas. 
 
The European Union is Dead  
Given the empirical realities of no votes, the failure of the recent budget talks at the EU summit, and huge 
strains over enlargement, is likely to remain statis, not coherent enough to be either strongly pro- or anti-
American. Hulsman and Schirano discuss the collapse of Europe's effort to unify individual countries and 
its implications on US-Europe relations. 
 
Kosovo: Mission Not Yet Accomplished
Six years ago, a US-led military intervention ended ethnic violence in Kosovo. International peacekeepers 
have patrolled the province ever since. Now Kosovo has reached a turning point. Without America's 
continued leadership, Kosovo could reignite, spreading new conflict throughout the Balkans. Sletzinger 
and Gelazis elaborate. 
 
Assessing the China Threat
The US-Chinese cooperation against terrorism and stability in the Taiwan Strait triggers the return of 
attention to the military and economic rise of China and the challenges to American security. Here, Ross 
assesses the threat posed by China, which he considers in many respects as resembling the Soviet Union's 
response to US maritime dominance from the end of World War II to the 1970s. Particularly, he cites that 
just as a war with the US would jeopardize China's peaceful international environment and its ability to 
sustain its peaceful rise, so too would a Chinese naval build-up, which could deter from challenging US 
maritime superiority. 
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 See You in the U.S.A. - An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State,  
  September 2005 

 
INTRODUCTION 
Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice 

 
Millions of foreign visitors travel to America each year, and each visitor, whether a tourist, a business 
traveler, or an immigrant, adds to America's cultural, educational, and economic life. I am delighted to 
welcome all our guests to the United States. 
 
As Americans, we are eager for our international visitors to explore our culture, meet Americans, and see 
our country. We are equally eager to learn from our visitors about the richness and diversity of their 
cultures, history, languages, and ideas. 
 
President Bush and I are convinced that developing ties based on respect, understanding, and a grounding 
in the common values of different countries, backgrounds and faiths will help us all build a safer and 
better world. The key to success rests with making individual connections and building understanding. 
 
We believe that travel and people-to-people exchanges can be utterly transformative. Participants in 
international exchange programs, Americans and foreigners alike, time and time again describe their lives 
as being forever changed by their experiences. 
 
As a nation of immigrants, the United States has always welcomed visitors. We will continue to work hard 
to ensure the safety of all people within our borders, tourists and residents alike, and we will continue to 
cherish the richness and diversity our visitors bring to this great country. 
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Bridging The Great Divide
We're all praying it doesn't happen again. But no government, no police force or intelligence service, no 
politician or preacher can guarantee that it won't. In fact, terrorism experts in Europe and the United 
States agree that more such attacks are coming…  
 
A Clash of Systems: An Analytical Framework to Demystify the Radical Islamist Threat
Harvey et al provide an alternative framework for analyzing global conflict. They analyze a series of rules 
that have characterized the interaction between a system of state and non-state actors throughout history 
and conclude that when it comes to understanding current events in the Middle East, one must appreciate 
that it is not about oil, but ideas. 
 
The Politics of Power
In an interview, Richard Haass, the president of the Council on Foreign Relations, discusses his views on 
the politics of power… 
 
UNreformable?
In an interview, Mark Malloch Brown, the head of the UN reform committee discusses situation for the 
United Nations. He said that given the various issues facing the UN, it will be difficult to enact the reforms, 
especially considering the internal UN difficulties… 
 
Europe's Angry Muslims
Jihadist networks span Europe from Poland to Portugal, thanks to the spread of radical Islam among the 
descendants of guest workers once recruited to shore up Europe's postwar economic miracle… 
 
Understanding The Roots Of Iranian Foreign Policy In The New Iraq
Barzegar argues that Iran's policy is the result of a combination of considerations, namely the perceived 
need to tackle the threat posed by Iraq as a historical rival, the desire to escape the international 
community's traditional designation of Iraq as leverage for balancing Iran's power, and the perception of 
encirclement by the US. 
 

Government Sources: 
 

Gregory Schulte speaks to media Wednesday, Sept 21. (© AP/WWP) 
U.S. Believes It Is Time To Report Iran to Security Council 
Iran's actions have exhausted the IAEA board's forbearance
The United States supports the European Union (EU) and the growing majority of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) board that believes it is time to report Iran's noncompliance with nuclear weapons 
curbs to the U.N. Security Council, the chief U.S. negotiator says. 
 
U.S. Welcomes Opening of NATO Military Training Center in Iraq 
State's Ereli says center demonstrates NATO's important role in Iraq 
The United States congratulates Iraq and NATO on the opening of a NATO-run military training academy 
outside of Baghdad, State Department deputy spokesman Adam Ereli said in a statement released 
September 27. 
 
United States Welcomes Report on IRA Disarmament
Decommissioning is opportunity to move towards political settlement 
The White House welcomed a September 26 statement by the Independent International Commission on 
Decommissioning (IICD) that the Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA) has comprehensively and 
verifiably disarmed, calling it “an historic day for Northern Ireland.”
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Containing Europe  
An alternative approach to U.S.-European relations is vitally needed, according to Van Oudenaren, the 
chief of the European division at the Library of Congress and an adjunct professor at Georgetown 
University. Serious problems with the current relationship cannot be either wished away by calls for 
partnership or resolved by brutish frontal assaults that are bound to fail… 
 
Leadership Coalition And Change: The Role Of States In The European Union  
Janning, deputy director of the Center for Applied Policy Research, argues that the role of states in the 
European Union has not diminished over the history of the organization's international development. On 
the contrary, since the fall of the Berlin Wall, member state influence over EU affairs has grown… 
 
The Failed States Index  
"About two billion people live in countries that are in danger of collapse", note the editors of Foreign 
Policy, which collaborated with the Fund for Peace in its first annual index of unstable countries. They note 
that the world is now more in danger from the absence of power, than in the concentration of power… 
 

Government Sources: 
 

A worker helps secure the U.N. offices in Lebanon in anticipation of the investigation into Hariri's 
assasination.(© AP/WWP) 
 
Syria Hindering Hariri Probe, Bolton Says
Lack of cooperation slowing U.N. investigation 
Following a statement from the U.N. Security Council urging all countries to cooperate with the 
investigation into the terrorist attack that killed former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri, U.S. 
Ambassador to the United Nations John Bolton singles Syria out for its lack of cooperation with the 
investigation.
 
U.S., Europe Must Remain Close Partners in Confronting Challenges 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Kurt Volker speaks in Texas August 23 
America and Europe must remain close partners in advancing their shared democratic values and 
countering “an ideology of violent extremism that takes aim at the very beliefs we hold dear,” says a 
senior official in the State Department’s Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs. 
 
U.S. Welcomes Efforts To Ensure Peaceful Gaza Withdrawal 
State Department condemns attack by Israeli settler on Palestinians 
The United States welcomes the efforts of both Israelis and Palestinians to ensure a peaceful and orderly 
withdrawal of Israeli settlers from Gaza.  
 
State's Joseph Urges "Diplomacy of Action" Against WMD Threat 
In Singapore, outlines U.S. counterproliferation strategy, joint efforts 
Countering the threat from weapons of mass destruction (WMD) is an immense challenge that demands "a 
diplomacy of action," says Robert Joseph, under secretary of state for arms control and international 
security. 
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Europe's Angry Muslims  
Leiken warns of the growing danger of radical terrorist groups throughout Europe, citing a Nixon Center 
study noting that a quarter of the residents of Middle Eastern descent living in Europe are European 
nationals eligible to travel visa-free to the U.S.… 
 
The Advance Of Freedom: Us Foreign Policy And Democratic Revolution  
Resident Scholar in the Freedom Chair at the American Enterprise Institute, Ledeen presents historical 
background on democratic revolutions, noting that there is a continuing democratic revolution in the 
world today. He writes that the U.S. has always taken a major role in supporting democratic revolution 
and should not wait for crises to take action… 
 
U.S. Foreign Policy And The Future Of Democracy In Iran  
Milani, director of Iranian studies at Stanford University, notes that the failure of the U.S. and Europe to 
develop a coherent strategy on Iran's nuclear program has only emboldened the Tehran regime in its 
efforts to obtain nuclear weapons. He argues that the West "has to stop playing to the regime's strength 
and instead concentrate on its weakness" -- the country's democratic movement, which is where the 
Iranian people's interests converge with that of the U.S. 
 
Government Sources: 
 

President George W. Bush formally appoints nominee John Bolton as ambassador to the United 
Nations, August 1, 2005. (©AP/WWP) 
 
President Appoints Bolton U.S. Ambassador to United Nations
Bush says State Department official has his "complete confidence" 

President Bush appoints John R. Bolton to be the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations August 1 
without prior Senate confirmation.  "This post is too important to leave vacant any longer, especially 
during a war and a vital debate about U.N. reform,” says Bush, announcing his recess appointment of 
Bolton.
 
Rice Sees Values, Idealism as Basis of U.S. Foreign Policy
Secretary of state reviews her first six months in office during interview 

“[T]he goal has to be to keep a fairly even keel and to recognize that big historical changes have a lot of 
ups and downs… and that you're just trying to work daily toward putting in place some fundamental 
pillars for the kind of world that you're trying to leave,” Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice tells the 
Washington Post, in an interview in which she reviews her first six months as secretary of state.
 
Head of Homeland Security Department Says More Changes Coming 
Chertoff lists four additional changes, four guiding principles 

Speaking at a Washington conference on excellence in government July 25, Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff said a "second-stage review" of the agency -- which was amalgamated from 
22 separate federal entities by the Bush administration in response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
 
Rice Cites Israel's Planned Gaza Pullout as Key in Peace Process 
Secretary calls for Palestinian freedom of movement after withdrawal 

Both Israel and the Palestinian Authority recognize the "enormous stake" they have in the success of 
the impending Israeli withdrawal from Gaza as a step on the road to peace, Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice says. 
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Foreign-Policy Advising: Models And Mysteries From The Bush Administration  
The author, professor of political science at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, notes that scholars have 
taken a variety of approaches in studying presidents and their advisers, in trying to determine the 
essence of how policy decisions are made…  
 
War Policy, Public Support, And The Media  
The author believes that the "rally around the flag" phenomenon during wartime contradicts the notion 
of media domination of policy formulation, noting the high public opinion polls for both presidents during 
Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

 
Mending NATO
Focuses on the assumption that the North Atlantic Treaty is no longer the primary means for dialogue in 
the transatlantic relationship.  Reliance of the European Union on NATO for military force, Misperception 
of the transatlantic relationship, Role of NATO in U.S. - European relations. 
 
 

Government Sources: 
 

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, left, meets with President Bush in the Oval Office of the 
White House, Monday, June 27, 2005, in Washington. (©AP/WWP) 
 
Bush, Schroeder Exchange Views on Iran's Nuclear Program
United States does not oppose German seat on Security Council, Bush says 
President Bush, meeting with German leader Gerhard Schroeder, says the development of a nuclear 
weapon by Iran remains “unacceptable,” and urges Germany, France and the United Kingdom to 
continue their discussions with Iran to curb that country's nuclear program. On the subject of 
Germany's bid to secure a permanent seat on the U.N. Security Council, Bush says, “We oppose no 
country’s bid for the security council.”

 
Rice, in London, Discusses Middle East, Europe 
United States wants action, not talk from Syria, secretary of state says 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice called on Syria June 23 to take action against cross-border 
activities contributing to the insurgency in Iraq and to stop supporting terrorist groups trying to destroy 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. 
 
Experts Assess Likelihood of Nuclear, Biological Attacks
Senator Lugar releases experts' view of threats from dangerous weapons 
According to a survey compiled by Senate Foreign Relations Chairman Richard G. Lugar, the world faces 
a 29 percent chance there will be a nuclear attack in the next 10 years. The study surveyed 85 senior 
international scholars, policy-makers, diplomats, and technicians on the spread of dangerous weapons 
and international responses to the growing problem.
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TWO KINDS OF INTERNATIONALISM
Europeans, shaped by their EU integration, are devoted to multilateralism, while Americans exhibit an 
increasing penchant for unilateralism. However, after the Second World War, the US largely overcame 
its older isolationist tendencies and became the key architect of the ensemble of multilateral institutions 
that still shape the international landscape. Here, Plattner contends that Americans are no longer 
isolationists, though they will embrace international engagements only with certain limits. Moreover, he 
asserts that Americans are not adverse to multilateralism but are in fact naturally inclined to 
internationalism. However, they are hostile to globalism. 
 
MEMORANDUM
The recent American charm offensive in Europe - capped by President George W. Bush's visit in 
February and the subsequent agreement on a joint strategy for Iran - shows that there is some hope for 
warmer trans-Atlantic ties. Perhaps most important, the president conceded that the EU is a major 
global partner by treating it as equal to NATO. Europe is widely viewed in the US as impotent, 
obstructionist, and - simultaneously - Utopian and cynical. Americans instinctively understand military 
alliances and simple free trade agreements, such as NATO and NAFTA. They have no experience with 
Europe's complex governance system. European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso must 
correct the distorted image of Europe by keeping its foreign policy pragmatic, broadening its strategic 
agenda, and connecting Europe's experience to the larger push for democratic change.  
 
THE TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONSHIP
Javier Solana, the EU's high representative for foreign policy, was in Washington, DC, to inaugurate a 
new "strategic dialogue" on Asia. The Europeans hope this will help save them from Congress's wrath 
(and retaliation) when they eventually lift their embargo on arms sales to China. This looks extremely 
hard. Both the administration and Congress insist the arms ban helps America's strategic interests in 
Asia. Unlike the Europeans, America has military alliances with both Japan and South Korea. Should 
push ever come to shove, it is also committed to help Taiwan defend itself from Chinese attack.  
 

Government Sources: 
 
U.S. Security Chief Pursues Counterterrorism Dialogue with Europe 
Michael Chertoff, in Brussels, Belgium, urges better exchange of information 
U.S. Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff brought to Brussels, Belgium, May 23 his ideas for 
enhancing security without sacrificing liberty or privacy in order to protect nations from the threat of 
terrorism. 
 
Joint U.S.-Afghan Declaration for Strategic Partnership Signed 
Countries will cooperate to address security, economic and democracy challenges 
President Bush and Afghan President Hamid Karzai have signed a joint declaration concerning the 
strategic partnership between the United States and Afghanistan to help Afghanistan meet the 
challenges it faces in developing better security, more democratic government, respect for human 
rights, and a market economy. 
 
President's Wife Visits Holy Sites in Middle East 
First lady "encouraged" by prospects for peace between Israel, Palestinians 
President Bush's wife, Laura, says she has received a hospitable reception at the holy sites in Israel, 
Jordan and the Palestinian areas and has heard from numerous people in the Middle East about the 
need for U.S. involvement in the region. 
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INSIDE THE COMMITTEE THAT RUNS THE WORLD 
The National Security Council (NSC) -- the nucleus of the U.S. national security community -- is 
"probably the most powerful committee in the history of the world," writes Rothkopf, a visiting scholar 
at the Carnegie Endowment… 
 
CYCLING OUT OF CONTROL: THE NUCLEAR CONUNDRUM 
The authors, both professors at the Monterey Institute of International Studies, note that the world is 
still trying to deal with the challenge of developing peaceful uses of atomic energy while preventing the 
spread of nuclear weapons… 
 
TROUBLED RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA 
When President George Bush visits Latvia, and then the Netherlands, Russia and Georgia, between May 
6th and May 10th, his role, says the White House, will be to honor the shared sacrifice of millions of 
Americans and Europeans to defeat tyranny, and mark the growth of democracy. In fact, these tasks 
will be divided in two. The defeat of Hitler 60 years ago will be remembered at ceremonies in the 
Netherlands and Russia on May 8th and 9th…  

SQUABBLING IN IRAQ  
It was a farcical scene. For only the second time since a widely acclaimed general election two months 
ago, Iraq's parliament met again on March 29th—and achieved nothing. This time, MPs did not even 
make florid appeals for national unity, as they did at the inaugural session two weeks ago…  

Government Sources: 
 
COMMISSION CITES INTELLIGENCE FAILURES ON IRAQ'S WMD PROGRAM
Report notes successes with Libya, Khan smuggling network 

A presidential commission says the United States needs an intelligence community that is integrated, 
imaginative, willing to run risks, and receptive to new technologies. The commission releases a long-
awaited report highly critical of the U.S. intelligence community's failures regarding Iraq… 
 
BUSH PLEDGES "CONCRETE ACTION" ON INTELLIGENCE REFORM PROPOSALS
Directs homeland security adviser to review panel's findings, take action 

President Bush welcomed a presidential commission’s report on U.S. intelligence capabilities, saying he 
shares its central conclusion that the U.S. intelligence community “needs fundamental change” in order 
to successfully confront modern threats…  
 
RUMSFELD: IRAQI PEOPLE WILL DEFEAT INSURGENCY THROUGH PROGRESS
Pentagon looks at dozens of measures to analyze forward 

The defeat of the Iraq insurgency will be brought about not by coalition forces but by the Iraqi people 
themselves, says Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld… 
 

 
An Electronic Journal of the U.S. Department of State, Today’s Nuclear Equation, March 2005 
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Bush Declares that U.S. and Europe Stand with Lebanese People
The United States and Europe are united in their demand that Syrian occupation forces leave Lebanon 
and let the Lebanese people decide their own destiny, President Bush said in his weekly radio address to 
the nation on March 5. 

 
U.S.-EU Cooperate on Counterterrorism 
The United States and the European Union (EU) work closely together to combat the threat of global 
terrorism… 

 
Rice Warns Syria, Iran To Meet International Obligations
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said March 3 that any Syrian offer of a partial withdrawal from 
Lebanon is unacceptable. 

 
Commercial Sources: 
 
Something stirs 
Two years after the invasion of Iraq, the Arab world is beginning to show tantalising signs of change. 
But it is too early to talk of a year of revolutions, as the three prime exhibits being used to make the 
case for democracy—Iraq, Lebanon and Palestine—are in many ways special cases… 
 
President Bush chooses a national intelligence director  
President Bush has chosen John Negroponte, currently ambassador to Iraq, as America’s first director of 
national intelligence. The choice of Mr. Negroponte indicates that the newly created job will have real 
power… 
 
Candid words on Putin's undemocratic drift 
Vladimir Putin and George Bush have had a “candid” discussion about fears that Russia is sliding back 
towards authoritarianism. However, the two leaders agreed on other important issues—and emerged 
from the summit still apparently friends…  

 
After the Spanish referendum (Vote early, vote often) 
Spain says yes to the EU constitution, but much tougher referendums lie ahead… 

 
Canada's foreign policy debates 
For Canada's foreign policy geography is destiny. Its most important tenet is maintaining good relations 
and mutual respect with its powerful neighbor and dominant trading partner, the United States. Most 
Canadians know that, but they often disagree with American policies… 
 
Peter Benenson 
Founder of Amnesty International, died on February 25th, aged 83… 
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