
documents, photos, 

newspaper particles and 

what more. 

 

And what an extraordi-

nary  quarter century it 

has been!   Granted,  

Portugal and the US 

have changed a lot. But 

the essence of this dip-

lomatic friendship re-

mains, as does the need 

for coordination on an 

increasing number of 

bilateral issues.  

 

In this issue, we focus 

on two currently in the 

spotlight  - the environ-

ment and trade.  × 

Recently, U.S. Embassy 

Lisbon hosted a very 

special event - Bring 

Your Child to Work Day.  

The aim is to familiar-

ize the children of em-

ployees with the kind 

of work their parents 

do every day. For an 

afternoon, the kids 

roam around the em-

bassy, becoming junior 

employees who per-

form òrealó embassy 

tasks. But if it is a 

unique, fun event for 

children, it also serves 

to make parents think 

about their jobs and 

how they would show-

case them to an outside 

visitor. Even if explain-

ing what we do is not 

always an easy job.  

 

This May, we celebrate 

the 26th anniversary of 

the Embassyõs move to 

its current location in 

Sete Rios.  The event 

gave us an excuse to 

review the last quarter 

century in bilateral rela-

tions and dig deep in 

our files, looking for 
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Celebrating a new Environmental Policy 

óWe can remain one of 
the world's leading im-
porters of foreign oil, 
or we can make the 
investments that would 
allow us to become the 
world's leading exporter 
of renewable energy.   
We can let climate 
change continue to go 
unchecked, or we can 
help stop it.  We can let 
the jobs of tomorrow 
be created abroad, or 
we can create those 
jobs right here in 
America and lay the 
foundation for lasting 
prosperity."   President 
Obamaõs words on  
March 19 confirmed 
Americaõs commitment  

to working towards 
greater international 
cooperation on ad-
dressing  environmental 
problems. 
 
On Earth Day 2009, 
the President unveiled a 
program to develop the 
renewable energy pro-
jects on the waters of 
the  Outer Continental 
Shelf that produce elec-
tricity from wind, wave, 
and ocean currents. 
Earlier on, the Ameri-
can Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act, passed 
by this administration, 
had included more than 
$60 billion in clean en-
ergy investments; in 

January, Secretary Clin-
ton had appointed 
Todd Stern as the first 
US Special Envoy for 
Climate Change. A de-
cision aimed at sending 
a clear signal to both 
domestic and foreign 
audiences.    

Later this month, Den-
mark will host the 
World Business Sum-
mit on Climate Change, 
which will pass on 
CEO feedback to 
world leaders. The U.S. 
is definitely committed 
to reaching a strong 
post-Kyoto interna-
tional solution in Co-

penhagen.  × 
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Earth Day marks the 

birth of the modern 

American environ-

mental movement in 

the U.S.  



Did you know thaté? 

STATE of  mind: Louisiana 

 
If there is a word to fairly describe Louisiana, itõs diversity - starting with the diversity of 
peoples. From the original Indian inhabitants to the current mix of nationalities, the 
òmagnolia stateó has welcomed descendants of a variety of settlers - French, Spanish, Eng-
lish, German, Acadians, West Indians, Africans, Irish and Italians.     
 
When it comes to history, too, no other state has a more diverse past than Louisiana. The 

state has been governed under 10 different flags beginning in 1541 with Hernando de Soto's 

claim of the region for Spain. La Salle later claimed it for Bourbon France and over the 

years Louisiana was at one time or another subject to the Union Jack of Great Britain, the 

Tricolor of Napoleon, the Lone Star flag of the Republic of West Florida and the fifteen 

stars and stripes of the United States. At the outbreak of the Civil War, Louisiana became 

an independent republic for six weeks before joining the Confederacy. 

Cajun country helps brand the state. If you are a beginner with Cajun culture, brace yourself 

for real discovery. Swamps and bayous; enticing music;  fusion language and a robust cui-

sine featuring jambalaya, gumbo and crawfish - all await you for a memorable vacation. In 

the end, should you decide to ride a pirogue, please be aware that alligators are also a hall-

mark of the region.    

This is the America of the first Sugar Bowl game; the America of jazz, Mardi Gras, and 

Mark Twainõs Tom Sawyer . Well beyond the stereotype of skyscrapers and hamburgers. 

                                         For more information, visit http://www.louisiana.gov 

Jazz has been entertaining  
Europe since the end of  
World War I . The first jazz 
records arrived in Portugal 
in the mid 1920s. Although 
the Azores claims to have 
staged the first jazz concert 
in Portugal, other sources 
indicate that the Robinsonõs 
Syncopators were the first 
band to play live in Portugal 
on December 31st, 1927.   

By the 1930s, there was 
concern amongst the old 
regime that the amount of 
jazz bands being listened to 
might endanger Portuguese 

culture, but radios and ven-
ues kept right on and in 
1940 Rádio Renascença be-
came the first Portuguese 
radio to air jam sessions live.    
The proliferation of jazz 
venues and the creation of 
Hot Club de Portugal, by 
Luis Villas-Boas, in 1948 
multiplied the awareness on 
jazz and its related musical 
families. Quincy Jones 
played Portugal in 1960, 
1961 brought Louis Arm-
strong and Duke Ellington 
and Ella Fitzgerald per-
formed live in 1966. In 
1971, Villas Boas organized 

the first of many memorable 
Cascais Jazz festivals.  

Since then, appreciation of 
jazz among the Portuguese 
has continued to grow - as 
has the list of jazz stars 
whom some were blessed to 
hear live: Miles Davis, The-
lonious Monk, Dizzy Gilles-
pie, Ornette Coleman, Keith 
Jarrett, Charlie Haden and 
so many others.  

Long live Jazz! × 
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Typical paddle-wheel 
steamers still travel 
Louisiana waters 

http://www.louisiana.gov

